Cyclophosphamide in renal transplantation.
Success in renal transplantation is now largely dependent on safe and effective immunosuppression. Nonspecific immunosuppression by chemical agents continues to be the mainstay of clinical immunosuppression. Azathioprine and prednisolone have remained the two main drugs used in combination in standard immunosuppressive therapy in renal transplantation for many years. Although cyclophosphamide (CP) was tried in the early years of transplantation, enthusiasm for its use was dampened by the advent of newer agents. We have analyzed our experience with 29 recipients of living-related donor (LRD) renal allotransplantation on cyclophosphamide therapy. Cyclophosphamide is a safe and effective alternative to azathioprine in clinical renal allotransplantation. Due to its easy availability and the fact that it is a cheaper alternative to azathioprine and cyclosporine, it is more significant for developing countries.